
Western Economics Forum (WEF) 
Call for Papers 

 

Topical Focus:  Emerging Challenges and Opportunities for Agriculture 

The Western Economics Forum (WEF) focuses on issues relevant to the Western United States. For the 
Fall 2026 issue, the WEF welcomes authors to submit papers for peer review addressing matters/areas 
related to “Emerging Challenges and Opportunities for Agriculture” that are germane to the West.   

Possible areas of focus encompass, but are not limited to: 

• Climate Uncertainty – extreme weather events, stream flow, etc. 
• Wildfires – management practices, insurance options, etc. 
• Ag Labor – policies, seasonality, availability, etc. 
• Dairy Industry – structure, geography, beef crosses, etc. 
• Biofuels – legislation, technology, management, etc. 
• Energy – wind and solar farms, technology, community issues, etc. 
• Public Lands – competing uses, policies, grazing fees, etc. 
• Diseases – plants, animals, legislation, etc. 
• Ag Lands  – ownership, cash and share contracts, non-ag competition, etc. 
• Farm/Ranch Valuations – inflation, non-ag investments, etc. 
• Invasive Species – feral swine, yellow starthistle, saltcedar, etc. 
• Food Access – rural areas, low-income households, etc. 
• Trade – policy risks, exchange rates, tariffs, non-tariff trade barriers, etc. 
• Artificial Intelligence – use of AI in agriculture, robots, etc. 
• Input Costs – fertilizer, fuel, machinery, labor, taxes, regulations, etc.   
• Water Scarcity – ground and surface water, policies, etc. 

Submission, Review and Publishing Timeline: 

• Proposal Abstracts (limit 1 page) – Due Thursday, July 2, 2026. 
• Notification of Abstract Acceptance/Denial by Tuesday, July 6, 2026. 
• Papers Due for Review: Tuesday, September 8, 2026. 
• Publishing Date: December, 2026. 

Submission Guidelines: 

These papers are intended in general to be 2,500 – 3,500 words in length or 10-20 pages including 
tables, figures, and references, in final form, following formatting guidelines for the Journal of 
Resource and Agricultural Economics, http://www.waeaonline.org/publications/jare/submission-
guidelines). Authors are required to provide WEF editors with suggestions of 2-3 reviewers for each 
article submitted. Proposal abstracts should be submitted by email to the special edition editors of 
Russell Tronstad (tronstad@ag.arizona.edu) and/or Matthew Diersen (matthew.diersen@sdstate.edu). 

  



About the Western Economics Forum 

The Western Economics Forum organizes peer-reviewed economic research publications on 
contemporary issues affecting the Western United States. Content is intended to be accessible to 
economists, professionals, and stakeholders, regionally and nationwide. The forum is emailed to a 
diverse list of multidisciplinary scientists including agency personnel, policy makers, community 
practitioners, and/or technical assistance providers.  

The Western Economics Forum is sponsored by the Western Agricultural Economics Association. 
For past issues of the Western Economics Forum, visit the following web address: 
http://www.waeaonline.org/publications/western-economics-forum 

Western Economics Forum Special Issue Editors for the 
Fall 2026 issue on Emerging Challenges and Opportunities for Agriculture: 
 
Russell Tronstad (WEF Editor) Matthew Diersen (WEF Associate Editor) 
Dept. of Agr. and Applied Economics Ness School of Management and Economics 
University of Arizona South Dakota State University 
(520) 621-2425 (605) 688-4864 
tronstad@ag.arizona.edu matthew.diersen@sdstate.edu 
 
 


