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Spring 2026 Newsletter 

Begin Planning for Flagstaff, Arizona 

We are looking forward to the 2026 WAEA annual meeting 

from Sunday, June 21, to Tuesday, June 23, at the Flagstaff 

Hilton DoubleTree Hotel. The hotel is located on historic 

Route 66. It is just minutes from downtown Flagstaff, a 

pedestrian-friendly district filled with local restaurants and 

craft breweries. Its location near major roads provides easy 

access by car, including from the Flagstaff Pulliam Airport 

(FLG). Notable attractions include Walnut Canyon National 

Monument (image above) and mountain trails in the Coconino 

National Forest. Within 30 minutes, explore Picture Canyon 

Natural and Cultural Preserve, the Flagstaff Arboretum, the 

mountain vistas and forest trails around Arizona Snowbowl, 

and the volcanic landscapes of Sunset Crater Volcano National 

Monument.  

Conference Registration 

 

The registration fee includes a reception, two breakfasts, and two lunches. Guest tickets for the 

meeting cover the welcome reception and all concurrent sessions. Guest banquet tickets may be 

 

Membership Type 

Early Bird 

on or before May 15 

Advanced 

May 16 – June 10 

Onsite 

June 11 or after 

Member Non-member Member Non-member Member Non-member 

Regular $475 $675 $675 $975 $1000 $1200 

Student $240 $340 $415 $515 $450 $550 

Guest Ticket for the 

Meeting 
$100 $100 $100 

Western Extension 

Committee (WEC) Tour 
$100 $100 $100 
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purchased during registration for $100 and onsite, subject to availability. Follow this link to 

registration. 

Payment and Cancellation Policies 

Cancellations of meeting registrations before June 10, 2026, are subject to a $50 processing fee. 

WAEA will not refund registration or special event fees after June 10, 2026, because meeting 

expenses are based on the projected number of attendees and WAEA is liable for them. 

To cancel your Annual Meeting registration and/or special event tickets, contact Kelley Apodaca 

at: kelley@imigroup.org. 

Accommodations 

We have a special block rate for hotel rooms for the 2026 Annual Meeting at the Flagstaff Hilton 

DoubleTree Hotel. Hotel rooms are available at $158 + taxes per night. Guestrooms have 

complimentary WiFi. Parking is also complimentary. 

To book, please click the link: WAEA Room Rental. 

Important note: book accommodations before Thursday, May 21. The room block rates end on 

that date. 

Since the meeting starts in the afternoon on Sunday, June 21, with the executive meetings and 

reception, a limited block of rooms has been reserved for meeting participants on Saturday, June 

20. There are also a limited number of rooms available for Tuesday, June 23, for meeting 

participants attending the WEC Tour or who want to stay and explore Flagstaff and its 

surroundings. Individual guests/members will be required to guarantee their reservations using a 

major credit card. 

Flagstaff 2026 Preliminary Schedule 

The meeting starts in the afternoon of Sunday, June 21, with the executive meetings and 

reception. Conference sessions will run for one and a half days on Monday, June 22, and the 

morning of Tuesday, June 23. Tuesday afternoon is devoted to the extension tour. 

Sunday, June 21  

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM Western Extension Committee Meeting  

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM WAEA Executive Meeting  

4:30 PM - 8:00 PM Registration 

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Welcome Reception 

Monday, June 22  

8:30 AM - 10:00 PM Concurrent Sessions #1 and Organized Symposia  

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM  Concurrent Sessions #2 and Organized Symposia  

12:00 PM – 1:15 PM   WAEA Lunch and Keynote Speaker 

https://waeaonline.org/meetings/
https://waeaonline.org/meetings/
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1:30 PM - 3:00 PM   Concurrent Sessions #3 and Organized Symposia  

3:30 PM - 5:30 PM     Concurrent Sessions #4 and Organized Symposia 

Tuesday, June 23  

8:30 AM - 10:00 PM Concurrent Sessions #5 and Organized Symposia  

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM Business Meeting and WAEA Presidential Address  

12:00 PM – 1:15 PM WAEA Lunch and Awards Ceremony 

1:30 PM – 8:30 PM Western Extension Committee Tour 

 

2026 WAEA Membership Renewal 

The time to renew your WAEA membership is now to take advantage of the membership 

conference rates. You may renew through the AAEA (https://www.aaea.org/membership) or 

online at http://www.waeaonline.org/membership. 

Call for Western Economics Forum Editors 

Applications to be the next Western Economics Forum (WEF) editors are being accepted. The 

new editors will be responsible for the 2027-2029 issues of WEF. The next editors will begin 

handling new submissions in July 2026. Submit applications to dayton.lambert@okstate.edu by 

May 15, 2026. Applications should include (i) Introductory statements regarding editorial team; 

(ii) Statement of Purpose or Philosophy regarding Journal Editorship; (iii) Responsibilities and 

roles of editorial team members including managing editor; (iv) Manuscript Review process and 

role of editorial council; (v) Proposed annual budget including costs for manuscript management, 

technical editor, copying, printing, and mailing; (vi) Abbreviated CV (four pages max) for each 

editorial team member. The real reward of editorial service is contributing to the advancement of 

the discipline of agricultural economics. 

WAEA Outstanding Seniors 

The WAEA Outstanding Senior Award recognizes outstanding undergraduate seniors who have 

achieved academic excellence at their institution and are expected to make important 

contributions to western agricultural, resource, and/or environmental economics in their career. 

One senior-standing student may be selected by each degree granting institution in the 19 

western states of the United States (Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, 

Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, South 

Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming) and four western provinces of Canada 

(Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan). Each department determines its own 

eligibility criteria, selection process, and decisions on outstanding senior awards. Award winners 

will receive a certificate and recognition in the WAEA awards program and on the WAEA 

website. 

Certificates are mailed to each department rather than to the student. 



 

 

Please email 1) the name of the student selected by your department for this award and 2) the 

address to send the certificate to Dayton Lambert (dayton.lambert@okstate.edu) by no later than 

March 31, 2026. 

Western Extension Committee (WEC) Tour (Tuesday, June 

23, 2026) 

During the registration process, you will have the option to add attendees who will accompany 

you to the Extension tour on Tuesday, June 23 (thanks to Russ Tronstad, Joseph Neibergs, and 

Joann Warner!). The tour fee is $100. The tour will explore Sedona’s agricultural landscape, 

which is notable for its focus on sustainable farming in a high-altitude, arid region of the state. 

Stops include Forestdale Farm – a small family farm committed to sustainable growing practices; 

Sliderock State Park Orchards, where “apples and rangers unite”; and the Page Springs Fish 

Hatchery, the largest hatchery in the state. The tour will end with a picnic/dinner at Page Springs 

Cellars & Vineyards before returning to Flagstaff. We encourage you to sign up for this tour to 

experience the unique agricultural history of Sedona and the surrounding area. 

As a final note, watch both your email in-box and WAEA’s website over the next two months for 

more specific information about the annual meeting. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the WAEA or information contained in this 

newsletter, please do not hesitate to contact me by email (dayton.lambert@okstate.edu).  

Sincerely, 

 

Dayton Lambert 

2025-2026 WAEA President 


