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Greetings! | hope everyone is having a

productive and inspiring Fall semester.

The meetings this past summer were | Important Dates:
held in San Francisco, California. | 2925 WAEA & AAEA Annual
Attendance included 115 registered @ Meeting

participants. July 27-29, 2025
Denver, Colorado

| want to thank our Past-President,

Karina ~ Schoengold, — for — Ner | 5,0 ars Annual Meeting
organizational leadership during those June 21-23, 2026
meetings. | would also like to acknowledge the wonderful job Flagstaff, Arizona

the WAEA Directors Deepthi Kolady and Vardges

Hovhannisyan did with the selection of the selected papers, as well as Kate Fuller and Mykel
Taylor for overseeing the award programs. | want further to congratulate all the 2024 award
winners and the two newest WAEA Fellows, Jeff Luckstead and Jonathan Yoder. All award
recipients can be viewed on our website.

Initial planning is underway for the Joint 2025 Western Agricultural Economics Association
and Agricultural & Applied Economics annual meeting in Denver, held from July 27 to 29
at the Sheraton Denver Downtown Hotel. The next newsletter will include more information
about the Joint 2025 WAEA & AAEA meeting. Also, plans are set for the 2026 meetings to
be held in Flagstaff, Arizona.

Western Economic Forum: A call for papers for the Spring 2025 Western Economics
Forum can be found on our website. This special issue focuses on research related to
Transitioning Western Agricultural Lands to the Next Generation. Such topics include:

« Case studies of succession issues for the Western U.S.
« Trends in the sale value of ag lands versus farm prices and profitability.
« Recreational use and value of land sales.


https://waeaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024-Awards-Program-2.pdf
https://waeaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/WEF-Spring-2025-Issue_Call-for-Papers_Trans.Ag_.Lands_.pdf

. Taxation issues when transferring ag land holdings.

« Trends in leased versus owned agricultural land with consolidations.

« Trends in farm demographics and composition of ownership.

« Challenges for transitioning tribal/public grazing permits and land control rights.
« Urbanization effects on land values and control.

« Changing lease practices by types and duration.

« Prevalence of easements (habitat, renewable energy, etc.).

« Transferring/valuing water/mineral rights.

« Considerations when an estate is domiciled in multiple states.

« Wealth management for landowners without farming/ranching heirs.

« Trends in succession and transition for agribusinesses and rural communities.

Please submit abstracts (limit 1 page) by Friday, November 15, 2024:

Chadelle Robinson (Guest Editor)
Dept. of Agr. Economics and Agr. Business New Mexico State University
chadelle@nmsu.edu

Greg Torell (WEF Associate Editor)
Dept. of Agr. Economics and Agr. Business New Mexico State University
gtorell@nmsu.edu

JARE Editorial Team: As of October 14, 2024, Dr. Ram Acharya assumed editorial duties for
Dr. Fabio Santeramo. | appreciate his willingness to serve the WAEA in this way.

WAEA Annual Elections: Finally, WAEA officer elections are underway. Two candidates
(Kynda Curtis, Dragan Miljkovic) for WAEA President and four candidates (Nathan DeLay,
Xiaoli Etienne, Jeff Luckstead, Tauhid Rahman) for WAEA Board of Directors have agreed to
run for election. | very much appreciate the willingness of these candidates to run for election and
devote their time and efforts to serve the association. You will find a link to the voting page and
their nomination information in the following pages. Voting will close on November 21, 2024. |
strongly encourage WAEA members to vote by the deadline.

If you have any questions or concerns about WAEA or the information contained in this newsletter,
please don’t hesitate to contact me by e-mail (dpendell@ksu.edu).

DA fpe

Dustin Pendell
2024-2025 WAEA President
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WAEA Officer Elections
The following candidates are running for the WAEA election.

President
Kynda Curtis, Utah State University
Dragan Miljkovic, North Dakota State University

Director

Nathan DeLay, Colorado State University
Xiaoli Etienne, University of Idaho

Jeff Luckstead, Washington State University
Tauhid Rahman, University of Arizona

Voting Instructions
Please click the link to submit your votes. The election deadline is November 21, 2024.
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Candidate Statements — President

Kynda R. Curtis
~ Utah State University

Background
Kynda Curtis is a Professor
and Extension Food
r (& Systems Specialist in the
Department of Applied Economics at Utah State
University (USU). She received her PhD in
Economics from Washington State University in
2003, an MS in Financial Services from The
American College in 1998, and a BA in Economics
from Whitman College in 1993. Prior to obtaining
her PhD she served as a corporate trainer and
financial advisor. Her research interests include
international agriculture/food marketing, consumer
demand for specialty foods, and behavioral
economics. As an Extension Specialist, Dr. Curtis
assists small-scale growers in developing new
markets for their products and assessing the
feasibility of new food products and value-added
processes. Her publications include six book
chapters, one book, 46 refereed journal articles, and
numerous Extension publications.

Dr. Curtis has received several awards including
Extension group program awards from the
Agricultural and Applied Economics Association
(AAEA) and the Western Agricultural Economics
Association (WAEA), as well as the 2014 AAEA
President’s Award for her contributions in starting
the AAEA Early Career Mentoring Program. She
received the Food Distribution Research Society
(FDRS) award for best journal article in 2016. Dr.
Curtis’s college awards include International
Professor of the Year (2017), Extension Specialist
Career (2019), and Graduate Research Mentor of the
Year (2020).

Dr. Curtis has served as the Chair of the AAEA
Early Career Committee, the President of FDRS,
Chair of the Western Extension Marketing
Committee, President of the AARES-North
American Branch, and Chair of the S-1050. She is a
former Editor of Choices Magazine and served as a
director on the WAEA board (2019-2022).

WAEA Vision Statement

I am honored to be nominated for WAEA President.
| have been a member of the WAEA since | was a
graduate student at Washington State University. |
believe the WAEA has always been an excellent
venue, especially for graduate students and early
career professionals to present their work and
network with colleagues in the West. However, as
President |1 would like to work with the WAEA
leadership and membership to expand and
implement programs for graduate students and early
career professionals. Such programming might
include special sessions at annual meetings, topic
based professional development opportunities
related to success in primary roles such as handling
R&Rs, Extension program impact assessment, grant
opportunities and  management,  mentoring
programs, and similar. These programs will provide
valuable benefits to WAEA members and enrich the
current offerings of the association.

Additionally, 1 would like to work with WAEA
leadership to encourage the inclusion of industry
professionals in the association. Industry members
can bring realistic perspectives to current issues that
can inform important and usable applied research
and Extension programs. Also, interactions between
industry and academia can provide great value to
developing relevant undergraduate and graduate
majors that graduate students with the skills industry
needs and networks for students to access during the
job search post-graduation.
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Candidate Statements — President

Dragan Miljkovic
North Dakota State
University

Background

Dragan Miljkovic is
professor in the Department
of Agribusiness and Applied
Economics at North Dakota State University. Before
that, he had faculty appointments at Southwest
Missouri State University (SMSU), Montana State
University, and the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign (UIUC). Dr. Miljkovic holds Ph.D. in
agricultural economics from the UIUC, and M.S.
and B.S. in economics from the School of
Economics at the University of Belgrade.

There are three main thrusts to Dr. Miljkovic’s
research program. The first relates to agricultural
marketing including demand analysis and price
interrelations in domestic and international
commodity  markets including  agricultural
commodities, oil, coal, and natural gas prices. The
second is related to agricultural, food and trade
policy. The third concerns developing and
empirically testing various behavioral models
explaining the increase in obesity in the United
States and internationally, and policy implications
of this trend. Dr. Miljkovic published more than 110
peer-reviewed publications including over 100
journal articles plus several books and book
chapters. For his research accomplishments, he has
been recognized by the Southern Agricultural
Economics Association (SAEA) in 2008; by North
Dakota State University Agriculture and Extension
as a recipient of the 2009 Larson/Yaggie Excellence
in Research Award; by being the recipient of the
Excellence in Research Award at the College of
Natural and Applied Sciences, Southwest Missouri
State University (SMSU) in 2001; and, by being
selected to serve on the Executive Board of the
International ~ Agricultural  Trade  Research
Consortium (IATRC) as the representative of all
American universities, along with representatives of
all non-American Universities, USDA, AG Canada,
OECD, The World Bank, and the WTO between

2017-2019.

Dr. Miljkovic served as the Associate Editor of the
Journal of Agricultural and Applied Economics, the
journal of the SAEA, between 2005-2007. He also
founded and served as the Founding and Managing
Editor of the Journal of International Agricultural
Trade and Development between 2005 and 2016.
Finally, Dr. Miljkovic served as the Managing
Editor of the Journal of Agricultural and Resource,
the journal of the Western Agricultural Economics
Association (WAEA) between 2018-2020. For his
overall professional contributions, Dr. Miljkovic
was named the Fellow of the WAEA in 2021.

In his over 25 years of teaching experience, Dr.
Miljkovic has taught 15 different courses at graduate
or undergraduate level. He was actively involved in
committee services, supervising graduate students,
and advising undergraduate students. Dr. Miljkovic
supervised 26 MS students at NDSU and SMSU and
served on the committee for 42 Graduate (MS and
PhD) students. He is also the faculty adviser of the
Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity of the NDSU Chapter
(2016-current) and served as the faculty mentor for
7 Assistant Professors at NDSU.

WAEA Vision Statement

I am honored to have the opportunity to be
considered for the position of President of the
WAEA. As the world moved away from COVID-19
pandemic, but not from its long-lasting socio-
economic impacts, it also moved into an era of
extreme international economic and political
instability. Record levels of inflation and even more
extreme increases of both energy and agricultural
commodity and food prices; unprecedented
demographic shifts worldwide; shortages of labor
disrupting supply chain in agribusiness sector; and
major dysfunctionality and declining confidence in
existing financial, international trade, and other
global economic institutions are just a few examples
of today’s complex global economic and
agribusiness landscape. These new challenges imply
that much of our thinking, as a profession, needs to
be adjusted to new realities around us. Moreover, to
be intellectual leaders, we need to consider not just
responding to these arising challenges, but to
anticipate the new ones and, accordingly, provide
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scholarly and intellectual leadership to our
constituency and all other interested parties.

More specifically, it is important to have the WAEA
presence throughout the academic year and not only
at the WAEA meetings. | would engage in
establishing online research and outreach seminar
series, organized by the WAEA. Similar idea has
been suggested by Dr. Karina Schoengold, the Past
President, in her WAEA vision statement. | take this
a step further. Regular, possibly monthly webinars,
could reach a large audience during the entire
academic year. Topics and speakers chosen should
reflect the vision of the President and the Executive
Council about most urgent current and future
agriculture and agribusiness pertinent topics, as well
as most state of the art research developments.
Feedback from the membership would then be
solicited to follow-up with most interesting topics at
the following WAEA annual meeting.

As the WAEA president, | would try to continue
promoting diversification of the membership, and to
recruit more actively researchers and practitioners
from all around the world. While WAEA has
regional prefix to its name, global economy and
agriculture imply interconnectedness among
scholars from around the world.

Next, it is important to preempt the “aging” of the
membership. Hence, | would actively facilitate
recruitment of younger professionals including
young assistant professors, postdocs, and graduate
students. | also believe how it is important to have a
more permanent outlet for papers presented at the
WAEA meetings to provide a participation
incentive to younger professionals. A possible way
to accomplish that is to have a JARE issue dedicated
to proceedings from the WAEA Annual Meeting, or
to add sections of proceedings to one of the issues of
both the JARE and Western Economics Forum.
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Candidate Statements — Director

Nathan DeLay
Colorado State University

N
} f .‘C‘
\J Background
Nathan (Nate) DelLay is an
Assistant  Professor in the
Department of Agricultural and
" Resource Economics at
Colorado State University. Nate received an MA in
Economics from the University of Colorado Denver
in 2013 and a Ph.D. in Economics from Washington
State University in 2018. Nate was an Assistant
Professor at Purdue University until 2022, when he
joined CSU. His research background includes the
economics of precision farming data, technology
adoption, climate change adaptation, and
agricultural policy. Nate is a member of AgNext, a
research and extension center at CSU focused on
sustainability in the livestock industry where he
studies virtual fencing, carbon markets, and climate
impacts in the U.S. beef cattle sector. He is currently
the P.I. on a project measuring methane emissions
from cattle throughout the beef supply chain. Nate
teaches undergraduate courses in agricultural
finance and livestock business management at CSU.
Nate joined the WAEA in 2016 as a graduate student
and has been an active member since. He has been a
consistent reviewer and contributor to JARE and
WEF.

WAEA Vision Statement

I am grateful for the potential opportunity to serve
the WAEA as Director. The WAEA gave me my
first chance to present original research as a graduate
student eight years ago with a graduate student
travel grant. Since my first meeting in 2016, | have
benefited greatly from the networking and
professional development provided by the
association ever since. | would be honored to serve
the association in this role. In this position, | will
support the WAEA'’s core functions of providing a
successful annual meeting, honoring graduate
students and professional members through awards,
and raising the profile of the association with
industry stakeholders and policymakers. | feel
strongly that the more we can involve graduate
students early in their academic careers, the stronger

the association will become in the long run. I want
to continue to improve the accessibility of the annual
meeting for graduate students and early career
professionals to grow our membership base. | also
hope to continue to create opportunities for
extension professionals to contribute to the
association. Extension is a vital part of the
association’s impact and should be elevated within
the annual meetings. Thank you for your
consideration.
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Candidate Statements — Director

Jeff Luckstead
Washington State University

Background

Jeff Luckstead is a professor at
the School of Economic
Sciences at Washington State
UnlverS|ty He received his PhD in Economics from
Washington State University and his MS in Applied
Economics and BS in Economics from the
University of Idaho. Jeff began his career in the
Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics
at the University of Arkansas in 2013, before
returning to WSU to join the SES faculty in 2020.
His research focuses on policy analysis in
international and domestic markets, focusing on
agricultural commodities and labor markets.
Recently, his research has centered on applying
structural gravity models to conduct international
agricultural policy analysis and examining the
impact of the Farm Bill on the dairy industry, with a
focus on the interaction of farm-level and market-
level outcomes. Jeff’s first experience with the
WAEA was as an MS student when he attended the
annual meeting in Big Sky, Montana, in 2008. Since
then, Jeff has actively participated in the WAEA by
presenting 14 papers and three posters at WAEA
meetings. In addition, he has published 9 papers in
the Journal of Agricultural and Resource
Economics, the flagship journal of the WAEA. He
has maintained active membership in the WAEA
throughout his career. In addition to reviewing
abstracts for the annual meetings, Jeff has served as
Chair of the WAEA Outstanding Graduate
Published Paper or Thesis Award committee three
times and is currently serving as an Editorial
Council member for the Journal of Agricultural and
Applied Economics. Jeff was awarded Fellow of the
WAEA in 2024.

WAEA Vision Statement

I am honored to be nominated as a WAEA Director.
The WAEA fosters an environment for its members
to contribute to research, extension, and teaching on
key agricultural and resource economic issues
throughout the United States and Canada. By
encouraging engagement on important topics

relevant to agriculture, such as climate change
through rising temperatures and droughts, labor
issues in fruit and vegetable production, or risk
mitigation  through insurance policies, the
association will remain relevant and impactful. As a
Director, 1 would continue to support the primary
WAEA goals of hosting dynamic annual meetings,
publishing high-quality research through JARE and
WEF, continuing cooperative relationships with
other organizations and related institutions,
maintaining sound fiscal management of the
association, recognizing high-quality work and
outstanding achievements by faculty and graduate
and undergraduate students through the awards
program, supporting professional enrichment
opportunities for existing members and students,
and recruiting new members. Looking to the future,
as a director, | will seek new ideas to improve the
association. For example, | would support new
workshops to bring attention to and enhance all
members’ research by utilizing new tools such as big
data. Enhance graduate students’ career paths
through workshops focused on reviewing job-
market papers, providing practice interviews for the
job market, and providing insight into private and
public sector employment opportunities in the
United States and Canada. | seek to enhance
students’ participation through travel scholarships,
undergraduate paper presentations, and early-career
development programs.
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Candidate Statements — Director

Xiaoli Etienne
University of Idaho

Background

Xiaoli  Etienne is an
Associate  Professor  of
Agricultural Economics at

the University of Idaho,
where she holds the inaugural
Idaho Wheat Commission
Bill Flory Endowed Chair in
Risk Management. She earned her Ph.D. in
Agricultural and Applied Economics, along with an
M.S. in Agricultural and Consumer Economics and
an M.S. in Applied Statistics, all from the University
of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign. Her undergraduate
degree is in Rural and Regional Management from
Renmin University of China. Her current research
focuses on commodity marketing, price analysis,
risk management, agribusiness, and policy analysis.

Xiaoli has contributed to the profession in various
capacities. She has been an associate editor for the
Australian Journal of Agricultural and Resource
Economics since 2021 and served on the editorial
council of the Journal of Agricultural and Applied
Economics, first from 2020 to 2022 and again since
2024. She was also on the Executive Board of the
Northeastern Agricultural and Resource Economics
Association (NAREA) from 2020 to 2023, where
she chaired the Graduate Student Engagement
Committee in 2022-2023 and served on several
other committees. Additionally, Xiaoli actively
participates in  WAEA activities, including
reviewing abstracts for the annual conference,
evaluating manuscripts for its journals, and
encouraging graduate students to present their
research at annual meetings.

WAEA Vision Statement

I am truly honored to be considered for the role of
WAEA Director and excited about the opportunity
to contribute to an organization that has already
made a significant impact on my professional
development. Although my involvement with the
WAEA is relatively recent, | have quickly come to
value the association’s commitment to fostering

academic excellence, professional growth, and
collaboration.

As a director, | envision a WAEA that continues to
expand its reach and influence while remaining a
welcoming and inclusive space for all members. If
elected, I will prioritize initiatives that attract and
support graduate students and early-career
professionals, ensuring they feel valued and
supported within our community. | will also work
with the WAEA leadership to strengthen our core
programs, such as the annual meeting and awards,
to further extend our impact.

Building strong partnerships  with  industry
stakeholders, academic institutions, and other
professional organizations is essential for our
growth. To achieve this, I will actively engage with
leaders across these sectors to identify collaborative
opportunities, such as organizing joint workshops
and panels that connect WAEA members with
industry professionals and academic leaders.
Finally, I am committed to promoting diversity,
equity, and inclusivity within the WAEA. Every
member’s voice is important, and | will work to
ensure that everyone feels welcome and respected.

Thank you for considering my candidacy.
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Candidate Statements — Director

Tauhidur Rahman
University of Arizona

|

Background
Tauhidur Rahman is
an associate professor
in the Department of
Agricultural and
Resource Economics,
and Department of
Economics
(Courtesy), at the University of Arizona. He
obtained a Ph.D. from the School of Economic
Sciences, Washington State University and an
M.A. from Delhi School of Economics, University
of Delhi, India. He is the Founding Director of the
Initiative for Agency and Development (IfAD), a
university-level initiative at the University of
Arizona, with the mission to promote solutions to
the problems of poverty, agency, and development.
ITAD brings together researchers from economics,
law and behavioral sciences to work with
international institutions, foundations,
governments, and communities to promote
economic development through research, education
and outreach programs, and policy dialogues.

In November 2022, he was appointed as a member
of the Economic Advisory Council (ECA) of the
Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), a
United States Agency for foreign aid. He was
trained as an applied econometrician with research
interests in the fields of development economics,
behavioral economics, law and economics, and
program evaluation. He has studied issues such as
measurements and analysis of human well-being,
child  labor, environmental justice  and
environmental regulations, poverty-agency-
wellbeing, and community-driven development
programs. His current research is on the issues of
agency, behavioral impacts of development
programs,  decision-making  under  climate
uncertainty, political economy of development, law
and agency, and effects of emotion and burnout on
performance. He is the coauthor of Environmental
Justice and Federalism. He has served as Guest
Editor of Social Philosophy & Policy. He is

currently  working on  two-volume  book,
Empowering the Poor. He is co-editor (with
Fabrizio Felloni and Indran Naidoo, International
Fund for Agricultural Development) of a book,
Targeting of the Poor (in progress).

Tauhid attended his first WAEA meeting in 2005 in
San Francisco, California. Since then, he has been a
regular contributor to WAEA programming and a
participant in its annual meetings.

WAEA Vision Statement

Among economic associations, WAEA has been
among the most relevant, applicable, and
meaningful for my academic career, which started
as an Assistant Professor and Assistant Extension
Specialist at the University of Arizona, providing
Outreach  programs during 2004-11, often
developed with Extension Economists from other
universities in the West. Therefore, | am grateful to
have this opportunity to run for WAEA Director.
My career has been fundamentally motivated by my
keen desire to contribute towards a better
understanding of the society we live in and my
passion for improving the lives of others, especially
marginalized groups. | have pursued them through
policy-driven research, experiential and design-
based approach to learning and teaching, and
working in partnerships with the international
institutions, communities, and regional
governments.

If elected, drawing up on my varied experiences and
IfAD’s domestic and international network,
working with other WAEA officers, in addition to
fulfilling the defined responsibility of a WAEA
Director, I will strive to build upon the association’s
successful record in the following three directions.
First, I will work on further raising WAEA'’s global
profile and importance, by identifying and
developing collaborative efforts with and
participation from the international development
and economic institutions. Second, with a
proliferation of economic groups/associations and
conferences, the continued appeal of WAEA is an
important goal. This can be accomplished with a
multipronged  strategies including innovative
conference programming (e.g., specialized panel
sessions to discuss critical issues relevant in the
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region-climate change impacts, immigration and
agriculture, transboundary water issues, among
others) and greater participation from foreign
countries, government agencies, and other regions
of the United States. Third, with the increasing cost
of conference participation, and given the declining
travel support to students and faculty from the
departments, WAEA annual meetings must be more
than a networking opportunity and the opportunity
to share one’s research work in 15 minutes or so.
Towards this goal, | will work with other WAEA
officers to reduce the cost of conference
participation, provide more travel supports to
graduate students, and tailored conference program
components for junior faculty and job market
applicants, all in partnerships with businesses,
foundations, and trade associations.
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