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Keynote Speaker

Dr. Daniel Bernardo, Dean
College of Agricultural, Human, and
Natural Resource Sciences
Washington State University

Daniel Bernardo is Dean of the College of Agricultural, Human, 
and Natural Resources Sciences (CAHNRS) at Washington State 
University.  He began his term as Dean of CAHNRS in August 
2005.  In this posiƟ on, he is responsible for administering teach-
ing, research, and outreach programs in food, agricultural, 
natural resource, and human sciences.  The College is comprised 
of 15 departments, and off ers more than 20 undergraduate 
majors and numerous advanced degree programs.  In May 2009 
he also assumed the role of Director of WSU Extension.  Together 
CAHNRS and WSU Extension have over 2,000 employees and a 
budget of over $160 million.  

Prior to moving to Washington State, Dr. Bernardo was Professor 
and Department Head of the Department of Agricultural Eco-
nomics at Kansas State University (KSU) from 1995 through 2005.  
From 1985-1997, he was on the Agricultural Economics faculty 
at Oklahoma State University.  Dr. Bernardo has published over 
200 papers on various agricultural economics topics, including 
producƟ on economics, natural resource policy, and farm man-
agement economics.  He has taught undergraduate and gradu-
ate courses in producƟ on economics, farm management, risk 
management, and agribusiness management.  Dan Bernardo has 
a PhD in Agricultural Economics from Washington State Univer-
sity and a BS in Agricultural and Managerial Economics from the 
University of California, Davis.  

Presidential Address

Dr. Larry Van Tassell, Head
Department of Agricultural Economics and 
Rural Sociology
University of Idaho

Larry Van Tassell has served as the Department Head in Agricul-
tural Economics and Rural Sociology at the University of Idaho 
since 1999.  He was previously a faculty member at the Univer-
sity of Wyoming and the University of Tennessee. Larry has been 
acƟ vely involved in the university classroom, teaching manage-
ment, producƟ on, and fi nance classes at both the undergradu-
ate and graduate level.  His research endeavors have included 
federal grazing issues, conservaƟ on management, and farm and 
ranch decision making.  Larry has published over 40 journal ar-
Ɵ cles and 50 bulleƟ ns, has received numerous grants to support 
his research endeavors, and has made over 150 presentaƟ ons to 
both professional and lay audiences.  

Dr. Van Tassell received his Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics at Tex-
as A&M University in 1987, and his M.S. in Agribusiness and B.S. 
in Animal Science from Brigham Young University.  Prior to pursu-
ing his graduate work, he was employed as the Beef Herdsman 
at Brigham Young University and manager of Washakie Ranches 
in Portage, Utah.   He has served the WAEA in numerous capaci-
Ɵ es, including Director and Council Member, Published Research 
Award CommiƩ ee Chair, and Thesis Awards CommiƩ ee Chair.
 



Terry Barr

Senior Director 
Knowledge Division, CoBank
Denver, Colorado

PhD, Washington State University

Terry Barr, a naƟ onally recognized agri-
cultural economist, is senior director for 
CoBank’s Knowledge Exchange Division, an 
informaƟ on- and knowledge-sharing iniƟ a-
Ɵ ve created in 2009. Knowledge Exchange 
draws on the experƟ se and insights of 

customers, experts within the bank and people from across the Farm 
Credit System to develop industry-specifi c strategic informaƟ on and 
research.

Previously, Mr. Barr served as chief economist for the NaƟ onal Council 
of Farmer CooperaƟ ves in Washington, DC. Prior to joining NCFC, Terry 
held several posiƟ ons during a 14-year tenure at the US Department 
of Agriculture. He served as chairman of the World Agricultural Out-
look Board, which is responsible for coordinaƟ ng USDA’s commodity 
forecasts and for publishing its monthly World Agricultural Supply 
and Demand EsƟ mates. He also served in the Offi  ce of the Secretary 
of Agriculture as director of economic analysis, where he prepared 
economic analyses and assessments of the impacts of alternaƟ ve farm 
policy opƟ ons and decisions. 

CoBank is a $60 billion cooperaƟ ve bank serving vital industries across 
rural America. The bank provides loans, leases, export fi nancing and 
other fi nancial services to agribusinesses and rural power, water and 
communicaƟ ons providers in all 50 states. Headquartered outside Den-
ver, Colorado, CoBank serves customers from regional banking centers 
across the US and also maintains an internaƟ onal representaƟ ve offi  ce 
in Singapore.

WAEA would like to especially recognize the 
following nominated alumni guests:

Dennis Conley

President and Founder
Dennis Conley LLC, Agriculture 
Business Analysis and ConsulƟ ng 
Moses Lake, Washington

MS, University of Idaho
 
Dennis Conley is currently founder and 
CEO of an agribusiness analysis and 
consulƟ ng fi rm aŌ er his reƟ rement 
from Basic American Foods (BAF) as 
Vice President working in government 
and industry aff airs, material procure-

ment, and mergers and acquisiƟ ons among other special projects.
Prior to his work for BAF, Conley was President of Sunspiced, Inc., a 
wholly owned subsidiary of BAF. 

Conley received his Masters from University of Idaho in 1968 and com-
pleted the Stanford ExecuƟ ve Program at Stanford University in 1985. 
Conley is an acƟ ve contributor in the agribusiness industry serving on 
the advisory board of United Fresh Potato Growers, Northwest Food 
Processors AssociaƟ on and AssociaƟ on of Washington Business among 
many others.

In 2007 he received the University of Idaho Outstanding Alumni Award, 
and is a Washington State Potato Industry Honoree and is a recipient of 
Northwest Food Processors AssociaƟ on’s Key Award for leadership in 
Governmental Aff airs.

Conley and his wife, Susan, reside in Washington and enjoy acƟ viƟ es 
including golf, Washington State wine, handball and gourd farming.



Karla S.
Chambers

Co-owner and 
Vice President, Founder 
Stahlbush Island Farms, Inc.
Corvallis, Oregon

MS, Oregon State University

Karla Chambers is Co-owner 
and Vice President of Stahlbush Island Farms, Inc., an environmentally 
friendly farm and food processor commiƩ ed to sustainable agriculture. 
Stahlbush provides consumers with the highest quality food products 
available, and focuses on improving natural resources. AŌ er compleƟ ng 
her master’s degree from Oregon State University, Chambers accepted 
a faculty appointment at Oregon State. She served as Associate Director 
and Chief AdministraƟ ve Offi  cer in the Offi  ce of Development managing 
the professional fund raising team and growing annual giŌ s from $8 mil-
lion to $37 million annually. Chambers has served on numerous boards 
including the Portland Oregon Branch, Federal Reserve Bank of San Fran-
cisco, Governors TransiƟ on Team, Advisory CommiƩ ee on Government 
Performance and Accountability, Ford Family FoundaƟ on, Governor’s 
WillameƩ e River Basin Task Force, Linn-Benton Bank,  and the Good Sa-
maritan Hospital FoundaƟ on. Chambers currently serves on the Federal 
Reserve Bank of San Francisco Board of Directors.

William D. 
Chambers

President, Founder 
Stahlbush Island Farms, Inc.
Corvallis, Oregon

MS, Oregon State University

William Chambers has served 
as President of Stahlbush Island 

Farms, Inc.  since its founding in 1985. Stahlbush is a verƟ cally inte-
grated farm and food processing company. Stahlbush is focused on 
growing and processing industrial ingredients, food service products 
and retail fruits and vegetables. Stahlbush has developed over 60 dif-
ferent products and has industrial food service customers in 41 states 
and 10 export countries. Stahlbush is highly lauded for its management 
pracƟ ces and has received numerous awards including the Sustainable 
Northwest Cecil D. Andrus Award for Leadership in Sustainability and 
ConservaƟ on and the State of Oregon Outstanding Achievement for 
Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds. Chambers is also Managing 
Partner of Brownfi elds Land & Development Company. He serves on the 
board of directors of several companies including Ridgeline Pipe, Kerr 
Concentrates, and Chambers CommunicaƟ ons. Community service is 
also important to Chambers and he is involved as Vice-President of the 
SanƟ am ChrisƟ an Schools, President of Sam Daws District Improvement 
Company and President of Houge Creek District Improvement Company. 
Prior to the founding of Stahlbush, Chambers completed his master’s 
degree at Oregon State University. 



Dus  n Clevenger

Director, Business Development
The Gavilon Group, LLC
Omaha, Nebraska

MBA, University of Nebraska

Dusty Clevenger is director of business 
development of The Gavilon Group, 
LLC.  Clevenger is responsible for the 
development of the company’s strategic 
iniƟ aƟ ves, idenƟ fi caƟ on of business op-
portuniƟ es that are aligned with those 

objecƟ ves and supporƟ ng analyƟ cal work.  He is also accountable for 
related merger and acquisiƟ on acƟ viƟ es, including company valua-
Ɵ on, project management, deal negoƟ aƟ ons and transiƟ on/integraƟ on 
work.

Clevenger began his career as an agricultural merchandiser with Archer 
Daniels Midland Company and progressed to manager of geographic 
informaƟ on systems, supporƟ ng corporate development projects.  
Recognizing the value of a centrally managed informaƟ on hub, he later 
established and managed the AnalyƟ cs and Knowledge Management 
group to drive process and project improvement for the Fortune 50 
company.

Well-known in the industry for his mapping technology experƟ se, 
Clevenger has been a keynote speaker at the Environmental System 
Research InsƟ tute Business Summit and two-Ɵ me speaker for the 
InternaƟ onal Food and Agribusiness Management AssociaƟ on.  He is 
also an acƟ ve volunteer in the community with Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of America, Open Door Mission and Lampstand Ministries’ Great Ban-
quet.

Clevenger earned both his Bachelor of Science and Master of Busi-
ness AdministraƟ on in Agribusiness from the University of Nebraska in 
Lincoln.

Bradley Clow

Senior Product Manager 
Union Pacifi c Railroad
Omaha, Nebraska

MS, North Dakota State University

With more than 20 years in manage-
ment experience, Bradley Clow has man-
aged research and industry study teams, 
fi nancial budges and market forecasts. 
Since 2001, Bradley Clow has served 
within the Union Pacifi c Railroad analyz-
ing the North American wheat markets 

and developing and maintaining compeƟ Ɵ ve freight rate structures to 
maximize profi table growth. Prior to joining Union Pacifi c, Clow was 
Vice President of TransportaƟ on for Sparks Companies, Inc., consulƟ ng 
with Fortune 500 companies to formulate criƟ cal business strategies. 
Clow completed his bachelor’s degree at Moorhead State University 
and received his master’s degree from North Dakota State University. 
He is a member of the NaƟ onal TransportaƟ on Research Board for the 
Agriculture TransportaƟ on SubcommiƩ ee.



Neil Conklin

President
Farm FoundaƟ on
Oak Brook, Illinois

MS, University of Wyoming
PhD, University of Minnesota
 
Neilson C. Conklin was named 
President of Farm FoundaƟ on in 
January 2008. Dr. Conklin previously 
served as director of the market and 
trade economics division of USDA’s 
Economic Research Service. In that 
role, he iniƟ ated the ERS research 

program on the economics of bioenergy, and directed development of 
new modeling frameworks on global trade policy analysis. Before join-
ing ERS in 1999, Dr. Conklin spent six years at the Farm Credit Council 
as vice president and chief economist. He previously worked at the 
Offi  ce of Management and Budget, and has had teaching assignments 
at Arizona State University, the University of Arizona and at Colorado 
State University.

Gregg Doud

Chief Economist
NaƟ onal CaƩ lemen’s Beef AssociaƟ on
Washington, DC

MS, Kansas State University

Doud was raised on a dry-land wheat, grain 
sorghum, swine and cow-calf operaƟ on 
near Mankato in North-Central Kansas. 
He also owns part of the more than 100 
year-old family farming operaƟ on and is a 

partner in a cow-calf operaƟ on.
 
As the Chief Economist for the NaƟ onal CaƩ lemen’s Beef AssociaƟ on 
(NCBA), Gregg Doud manages top-level economic and internaƟ onal 
trade policy issues in Washington, DC, for caƩ lemen.   Located in 
NCBA’s Government Aff airs offi  ce, Doud works closely with legislaƟ ve 
and regulatory staff , media representaƟ ves, industry groups, and caƩ le 
producers to explain and infl uence the outcome of beef industry eco-
nomics, trade and markeƟ ng issues to benefi t US caƩ lemen. 

Doud is a member of US Department of Agriculture’s Agriculture Trade 
Advisory CommiƩ ee (ATAC), providing input during trade agreement 
and WTO negoƟ aƟ ons. He also co-staff s the policy division of the NCBA 
InternaƟ onal Markets CommiƩ ee and serves as an industry spokesper-
son on economic and internaƟ onal trade issues for local, naƟ onal and 
internaƟ onal media outlets.

Producer-directed and consumer-focused, the NaƟ onal CaƩ lemen’s 
Beef AssociaƟ on is the trade associaƟ on of America’s caƩ le farmers 
and ranchers, and the markeƟ ng organizaƟ on for the largest segment 
of the naƟ on’s food and fi ber industry. 

His previous agricultural experience includes the US Wheat Associates, 
World PerspecƟ ves, Inc., ADM-Agri, LLC and the American Soybean 
AssociaƟ on. Doud graduated from Kansas State University with a BS in 
Animal Science and an MS in Agricultural Economics. 



Chris  an Freberg

Senior Manager
Wrigley Jr. Company
Chicago, Illinois

MS, Kansas State University
 
ChrisƟ an Freberg is the Senior Manager, 
Worldwide Sweetener Procurement at 
Wrigley Jr. Company, a subsidiary of Mars,
Incorporated.  His responsibiliƟ es include 

the strategic sourcing of bulk sugar-free sweeteners, glycerine, lecithin, 
gum acacia, and triaceƟ n for all Wrigley factories globally as well as 
corn sweeteners in North America, Europe, and Russia.  ChrisƟ an also 
has responsibility for the development and implementaƟ on of cost-
reducƟ on, producƟ vity, and sustainability strategies for his categories 
and supply base.  

Prior to joining Wrigley in 2007, he spent over 7 years at Frito Lay, Inc. 
in various procurement roles in their Corn OperaƟ ons, CommodiƟ es, 
Potatoes, and Contract Manufacturing Groups.  ChrisƟ an also worked 
for Cargill Dry Milling in various plant operaƟ ons capaciƟ es for almost 
4 years.  He graduated from Kansas State University with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Milling Science and Management in 1994 and again 
from Kansas State University with a Master of Science in Agricultural 
Economics in 2000.  ChrisƟ an currently lives in Chicago, Illinois with his 
wife and daughter.  He enjoys spending Ɵ me with his family, snow ski-
ing, and traveling.

Richard Fritz

Owner
Global AgriTrends
Denver, Colorado

MS, Montana State University
 
Richard Fritz is co-owner of Global Agri-
Trends. Global AgriTrends (GAT) is an ag-

ricultural consulƟ ng fi rm that works with meat and poultry companies 
and associaƟ ons to research market opportuniƟ es and track interna-
Ɵ onal trends in trade. Our extensive data bases provide us the ability 
to look at world-wide trade fl ows for specifi c products and to monitor 
shocks to the system that may aff ect such trade. GAT interprets how 
clients may be aff ected by the outbreak of animal diseases, changes in 
trade paƩ erns, economic events and poliƟ cal upheaval. GAT monthly 
reports contain detailed analysis of trade fl ows between world buyers 
and sellers of food products, as well as economic and poliƟ cal trends 
that aff ect trade in agricultural commodiƟ es and processed products.

Richard Fritz recently served as Vice President for Trade Development 
of the US Meat Export FederaƟ on (USMEF), and was responsible for 
the internaƟ onal trade development and policy issues of the Federa-
Ɵ on. Prior to joining USMEF, Mr. Fritz served as General Sales Manager 
within the Foreign Agricultural Service of the USDA.  In this capacity 
Mr. Fritz managed all USDA export credit programs and the Depart-
ment’s foreign food donaƟ on programs.  ResponsibiliƟ es included serv-
ing as chief negoƟ ator for the US Government on agricultural credit 
issues at the OrganizaƟ on for Economic CooperaƟ on and Development 
(OECD) in Paris.   

Mr. Fritz previously was owner and President of Pacifi c Vision, a con-
sulƟ ng fi rm that specialized in assisƟ ng US food processors to research 
and develop markets in the Asia-Pacifi c region.  Prior to starƟ ng Pacifi c 
Vision, Mr. Fritz was Vice President of the internaƟ onal consulƟ ng 
fi rm, The ADAMS Group.  Mr. Fritz has also served as Assistant Director 
of Agriculture for the State of Oregon; the markeƟ ng director for US 
Wheat Associates; and chief economist for the NaƟ onal AssociaƟ on of 
Wheat Growers.  He has also served as a staff  member to the House 
Agriculture CommiƩ ee of the US Congress. 



Kevin Hoelscher

Director of CCSG Spend Decision Science and Business 
Development InformaƟ on Management
American Express

MS, Texas Tech University

Kevin Hoelscher is Director of CCSG Spend Decision Science and Busi-
ness Development InformaƟ on Management for  American Express. He 
is responsible for developing advanced targeƟ ng techniques to drive 
spend growth for the CCSG business as well as developing analyƟ cal 
capabiliƟ es and innovaƟ ve customer insights to drive the consumer 
business and leveraging them to develop new business opportuniƟ es 
for the InformaƟ on Management organizaƟ on. Prior to this new job 
in 2010, Kevin had fi ve diff erent jobs within America Express including 
responsibiliƟ es in customer markeƟ ng campaigns for the OPEN card 
business, development and management of global data capabiliƟ es, 
analyƟ cal analysis of credit bureau data, card design issues, and model-
ing of prevenƟ on, detecƟ on, and control of fraudulent acƟ viƟ es involv-
ing convenience checks and balance tender off ers.

Sterling Liddell

Vice President of Food and Agribusiness 
Research, Grains and Oilseed
Rabo Agrifi nance
St Louis MO 

MBA, Utah State University
 
Sterling Liddell is the Vice President of 
Rabobank Agrifi nance. His role is to provide 

strategic analysis of the of the grains and oilseed markets for both 
internal and external clients.

Prior to joining Rabobank in April 2010, he served as the Senior Re-
search and Development Analyst for the Iowa Farm Bureau FederaƟ on. 
In that posiƟ on, Sterling conducted research on agricultural and rural 
vitality issues important to Iowa Farm Bureau members. In addiƟ on, 
Sterlings’s primary duƟ es included development and coordinaƟ on of 
programs and acƟ viƟ es that promoted member understanding of a 
variety of issues that aff ect the profi tability of business opportuniƟ es in 
agriculture and across Iowa.

Prior to working for the Iowa Farm Bureau, Sterling Liddell was the 
Global Project Coordinator of the Soybean Global Decision Sciences for 
Pioneer Hi-Bred. In that posiƟ on, Sterling was responsible for develop-
ing opƟ mizaƟ on models to project product demand for soybeans on 
a world-wide basis. In addiƟ on, Sterling managed projects that were 
designed to improve decision making and facilitate increased sales.

Previous job experience includes work as a fraud analyst for Advanta 
Banking CorporaƟ on in Salt Lake City, Utah, and as a ProducƟ on and 
Financial Analyst for Circle Four Farms in Milford, Utah.

Sterling is a graduate of Utah State University where he majored in 
Agricultural Business and has a Master of Business AdministraƟ on 
in InternaƟ onal Supply Chain Management jointly awarded by Utah 
State University and the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester, United 
Kingdom.



Craig Marotz

Program Manager
Sensitech Inc.
Beverly, MassachuseƩ es

MS, Washington State University

As Program Manager of Sensitech’s Profes-
sional Services department, Craig is respon-
sible for focusing on providing cold chain 
visibility soluƟ ons, such as ongoing conƟ nu-
ous improvement programs, to Sensitech 

customers who operate verƟ cally integrated food businesses.  

Previously, Craig worked with John Deere in their Agri Services division 
where he was responsible for new concept development.  His focus 
was on creaƟ ng decision support tools and track & trace applicaƟ ons 
that focused on applying RFID, Bar Code, GPRS and web-based soŌ -
ware technologies to collect and transform operaƟ ons data into near 
real-Ɵ me decision support systems.  

Craig has spent his career working throughout the food supply chain, 
literally from “fi eld to fork.”  He is a well rounded business profes-
sional, having held naƟ onal and internaƟ onal management posiƟ ons 
with major companies including McDonald’s, Fresh Express, Sara Lee 
and Burger King.  

As an expatriate, Craig lived abroad for nearly ten years, split between 
Germany and Hong Kong.  There he played a key role in developing a 
mulƟ -product supply system for new McDonald’s restaurant openings 
including Moscow, Beijing, Tel Aviv, Cairo and New Delhi.  

Craig also spent eight years in Product Development and MarkeƟ ng, 
where he successfully launched Burger King’s naƟ onal salad program.  

An Idaho naƟ ve, he is a graduate of the University of Idaho College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences and holds a master’s degree in Agricul-
tural Economics from Washington State University.

Samarendu Mohanty

Head, Social Sciences Division
InternaƟ onal Rice Research InsƟ tute
Los Banos, Laguna, Philippines
 
MS and PhD, University of Nebraska 

Dr. Samarendu Mohanty is the Head of the 
Social Sciences Division, InternaƟ onal Rice 
Research InsƟ tute (IRRI) based in Los Ba-

nos, Laguna, Philippines.  His specializaƟ on is on Commodity Modeling, 
Trade and Policy Analysis, and Futures Markets.  He is involved at IRRI’s  
Medium Term Plan under Program 1 ProducƟ vity in Rainfed Environ-
ments, Program 2 Intensive Rice-Based Systems  and Program 7 Policy 
Support and Impact Assessment.  

Before joining IRRI in 2008, he was an Associate Professor and Associ-
ate Director, CoƩ on Economics Research InsƟ tute, Texas Tech Universi-
ty, Lubbock, Texas, USA in 2000-2008 respecƟ vely.  A Consultant in FAO, 
United NaƟ ons in 1997 and 2002. ScienƟ st in Food and Agricultural 
Policy Research InsƟ tute, Iowa University in 1994-2000. Dr. Mohanty 
received his PhD in August 1995, MS in August 1992 at the University 
of Nebraska, Lincoln, and BS in December 1989 in the University of 
Agricultural Sciences, India. 

He was a ScienƟ fi c Adviser for Social Science Research, InternaƟ onal 
FoundaƟ on for Science, Sweden, January 2005 to 2008. He has been 
an organizer of an invited paper session at the annual meeƟ ng of the 
Southern Agricultural Economics AssociaƟ on, Oklahoma in February 
2004.  He served as a reviewer on manuscripts considered for pub-
licaƟ on and in selected papers, posters and abstracts for the Annual 
MeeƟ ng of the American Agricultural Economics AssociaƟ on (AAEA). 
On research funding, he was a principal invesƟ gator in 17 research 
projects where he got signifi cant funding sources.  His research experi-
ence is on econometric modeling where the fi nal baseline projecƟ ons 
were presented to the US Senate and House staff  members, com-
modity analysts at Economic Research Service and World Agricultural 
Outlook Board, commodity groups and media groups.  He has authored 
and co-authored 59 journal/technical publicaƟ ons, 8 book chapters, 17 
proceedings, 8 magazine arƟ cles, and 50 presentaƟ ons. Currently, he 
has a regular arƟ cle at Rice Today, a scienƟ fi c magazine by the Interna-
Ɵ onal Rice Research InsƟ tute.



Kendal Starks

Regional ExecuƟ ve Vice President
BancFirst
SƟ llwater, Oklahoma
 
MS, Oklahoma State University

Starks, who was born in Prague but moved 
with his parents to SƟ llwater and graduated 
from C.E. Donart High School in 1972, earned 
both his Bachelor of Science and Master of 

Science degrees in agricultural economics from Oklahoma State Uni-
versity in 1976 and 1978, respecƟ vely.

Starks has served as a bank president, a commercial lender, an agri-
cultural loan offi  cer, a trust offi  cer and more during his near 30-year 
banking career. He is currently responsible for the supervision of nine 
BancFirst branch locaƟ ons throughout northeastern Oklahoma.

His longstanding record of community service includes leadership roles 
with the SƟ llwater Chamber of Commerce and SƟ llwater EducaƟ on 
FoundaƟ on, among others.

Starks has served OSU in many capaciƟ es throughout the years. He 
has been an acƟ ve member of the FoundaƟ on Board of Governors 
and AthleƟ c Council, and has served on the DASNR Dean’s Advisory 
Council since 1997. He is a former member of the division’s Oklahoma 
CooperaƟ ve Extension Service, where he served as an OSU CooperaƟ ve 
Extension area farm management specialist from 1978-79.

The Cowboy alumnus and his wife Kathy have three children, all of 
whom also aƩ ended or currently aƩ end OSU: Kendra, Loren and Jared.

Karen Taylor

Senior RelaƟ onship Manager
Farm Credit Canada
Langley, BriƟ sh Columbia

MBA, University of Guelph
PhD, Oklahoma State University

Karen Taylor was born and raised on a 
hog and beef farm in BriƟ sh Columbia 
and Alberta in Western Canada.  She was 

a member of horse and beef 4-H for 12 years.  

Her university educaƟ on includes a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Economics from the University of Saskatchewan, a MBA in Agribusiness 
form the University of Guelph, and a PhD in Agricultural Economics 
from Oklahoma State University.  AŌ er working for the BriƟ sh Colum-
bia Ministry of Agriculture and working as a Beef Economist for a re-
search centre in Saskatchewan, she now works for Farm Credit Canada 
in Langley, BriƟ sh Columbia.  Her posiƟ on as a Senior RelaƟ onship 
Manager involves providing fi nancing soluƟ ons for large agricultural 
producers, food processors, and commercial agribusinesses.  

She is married and lives in Langley with her husband, two horses, and 
two dogs.  In her spare Ɵ me, she likes to ride horses, travel, and spend 
Ɵ me with her family and friends.



Mark Teague

NaƟ onal Manager
CollecƟ ons Center of Excellence
Toyota Financial Services
Chandler, Arizona

PhD, Oklahoma State University

Mark Teague is the NaƟ onal Manager for  
the CollecƟ ons Center of Excellence for 
Toyota Financial Services. He currently 

leads a team of 15 professionals and is responsible for porƞ olio credit 
policies, collecƟ ons strategies, operaƟ ons fi scal year planning and 
associate performance metrics and incenƟ ves on a $61 billion auto 
loan and lease porƞ olio. Teague is well-known for creaƟ vity and strong 
problem solving and communicaƟ on skills throughout the industry. 

Prior to joining Toyota Financial Services in 2003, Teague was the Vice 
President of Porƞ olio Strategy Team, Risk Management and Market-
ing for Metris Companies in Minnetonka, Minnesota.  Teague has 
also spearheaded the Porƞ olio and Business Modeling team for Sears 
Roebuck and Co. 

Teague earned his PhD in Agricultural Economics from Oklahoma 
State University. Teague considers professional development to be an 
integral part of career excellence and has parƟ cipated in the Toyota 
Financial Services Great Managers Program, Sigma Six Quality Program 
and various other leadership development programs.

Troy Thompson

Market Intelligence Manager
Chevron Services Company
Houston, Texas

MS, Texas A&M University
 
Troy Thompson is a Market Intelligence Man-
ager with Chevron in Houston, Texas. He is 
responsible for monitoring key raw material, 
surface and subsurface construcƟ on market 

trends worldwide, and also provides cost forecasts used in business 
planning and major capital project decision making. Troy’s primary 
area of interest is in energy markets and he specializes in studying the 
oilfi eld service, construcƟ on, metal and mining sectors. Before join-
ing Chevron, he was a Manager in Strategic Planning at Halliburton 
and a Market Intelligence Manager within DeloiƩ e’s Energy PracƟ ce in 
Houston.

Prior to entering the energy sector, Troy worked as an Economist with 
the US Army Corps of Engineers and as a Research Associate at Texas 
A&M University, specializing in farm management. He is the author of 
several journal arƟ cles and technical papers in agricultural economics.
Troy has a Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture from Sam Houston 
State University and a Master of Science degree in Agricultural Eco-
nomics from Texas A&M University. He has also completed advanced 
management and business training through Arizona State, Harvard and 
Rice UniversiƟ es.

Troy is currently acƟ ve in the United States AssociaƟ on for Energy 
Economics (USAEE) where he serves as Council Member and Chair of 
the Sponsorship CommiƩ ee. In addiƟ on, he was a past President, Vice 
President and Secretary for the Houston Chapter, one of the largest 
USAEE chapters in the country.

Troy and his wife, the former Kelly Ann Dearing, currently reside in 
Spring, Texas, and have two sons, Nathan and Hayden. He also remains 
acƟ ve with the family farming operaƟ on near the central Texas town of 
Holland, Texas.  



Tim Wa  s

President and Founder of WaƩ s and Associ-
ates, Inc.
Board Member and Founder of InternaƟ onal 
InsƟ tute for Agricultural Risk Management
Chairman of the Board and Majority 
Shareholder for eWeatherRisk
Principal of Verifi ed Beef
Billings, Montana

MS, Montana State University

Mr. WaƩ s is President and Founder of WaƩ s and Associates, Inc. (W&A) which 
is an economic consulƟ ng fi rm specializing in crop insurance development, 
agricultural fi nance, and econometric consulƟ ng based in Billings, Montana.  
Mr. WaƩ s has worked on US agricultural public policy in previous Farm Bills 
and is currently developing input for the 2012 Farm Bill. A criƟ cal goal of public 
policy is the stabilizaƟ on of the emerging market agricultural sector, which can 
be advanced by risk transfer programs, including crop insurance, but only if ap-
propriately trained government and industry personnel are available.  To meet 
these goals and the need for trained personnel, the InternaƟ onal InsƟ tute for 
Agriculture Risk Management was formed to provide training, educaƟ on and 
product development programs for both the mature and growing markets in 
developed and emerging markets.  

Mr. WaƩ s has spent a signifi cant eff ort recently in the concept development of 
livestock catastrophic disease insurance.  Early detecƟ on, early disclosure, and 
early containment of livestock diseases are criƟ cal to success in reducing the 
spread of livestock disease and have the potenƟ al to lead to the eradicaƟ on of 
some catastrophic diseases.  To harmonize with the early detecƟ on and disclo-
sure, early containment is also essenƟ al to further the goals of USDA, promote 
herd health in the US, and further US trade objecƟ ves.  

Founded in 1986, the fi rm has conducted numerous contracts involving crop 
insurance feasibility, development, and review that include projects with The 
World Bank, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada plus 49 ongoing or completed 
agricultural economics projects with the United States Department of Agricul-
ture’s Risk Management Agency (RMA).  In addiƟ on, W&A has developed over 
1,500 farm-level business and/or restructuring plans and completed projects for 
the Farm Service Agency, Department of JusƟ ce, Internal Revenue Service and 
other government and commercial enƟ Ɵ es.

Robert Yonkers

Vice President & Chief Economist
InternaƟ onal Dairy Food 
AssociaƟ on
Washington DC

PhD, Texas A&M University
 
Bob Yonkers is the Vice President & Chief 
Economist at the InternaƟ onal Dairy Foods 
AssociaƟ on (IDFA), a Washington, DC-based 

trade associaƟ on that represents the naƟ on’s dairy manufacturing and 
markeƟ ng industries and their suppliers, with a membership of 550 
companies represenƟ ng a $110-billion a year industry.

As Chief Economist, Dr. Yonkers is responsible for overseeing the 
research and analysis of the economic impact of markeƟ ng condi-
Ɵ ons, government regulaƟ ons, and alternaƟ ve policies on the US and 
internaƟ onal dairy industries.Dr. Yonkers came to IDFA in 1998 from 
Pennsylvania State University, where he was a tenured faculty member 
in the Department of Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology.  At 
Penn State for 9 years, he conducted research and developed educa-
Ɵ onal programs focused on the profi tability and economic sustainabil-
ity of Pennsylvania’s milk producing, markeƟ ng and processing sectors, 
and related consumer issues.

First appointed by the US Secretary of Agriculture and the US Trade 
RepresentaƟ ve in 2001, Dr. Yonkers serves on the Agricultural Techni-
cal Advisory CommiƩ ee for Animals and Animal Products, an advisory 
body that provides informaƟ on and advice relaƟ ng to US agricultural 
trade policy to those cabinet offi  cials.  He is an acƟ ve member of the 
InternaƟ onal Dairy FederaƟ on’s Standing CommiƩ ee on Dairy Policies 
and Economics, and was elected Chair in 2008.

Dr. Yonkers earned a PhD in Agricultural Economics from Texas A&M 
University, a Master of Agriculture degree in Dairy Science from Texas 
A&M, and a Bachelor of Science degree in Dairy ProducƟ on from Kan-
sas State University. Bob resides in Springfi eld, Virginia with his wife 
Nancy and their two sons.



Industry Representatives Unable to Attend

Marty Albright, Koch Industries 
MS, Kansas State University

Dave Berg, American Crystal Sugar Company
MS, North Dakota State University

Chuck Lyon, American Express InternaƟ onal, Inc.
MS, University of Arizona

Jaral Neeper, Calcot Ltd. 
MS, Texas Tech University

Mark McGinnis, Salmon, Lewis, and Weldon
MS, University of Arizona




